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Laureates of the UNESCO Prize for
Peace Education
1981-1994

1981 Ms. Helena Kekkonen (Finland) and the World
Organization of the Scout Movement

1982 Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI)

1983 Pax Christi International

1984 International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear
War (IPPNW)

1985 General Indar Jit Rikhye (India) and the Georg Eckert
Institute for International Textbook Research (Federal
Republic of Germany)

1986 Professor Paulo Freire (Brazil)

1987 Ms. Laurence Deonna (Switzerland) and' Servicio
Pazy Justicia en America Latina

1988 Brother Roger of Taize (France)
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1990

1991

1992
1993

1994

19

Dr. Robert Muller (France) and the International Peace
Research Association (IPRA)

Ms. Rigoberta Menchu Tum (Guatemala) and the
World Order Models Project (WOMP)

Ms. Ruteger Sivard (United States) and Cours Sainte
Marie de Hann (Senegal)

Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Ms. Madeleine de Vits (Belgium) and The Graduate
Institute for Peace Studies (Republic of Korea)

Venerable Prayudh Payutto (Thailand)
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Venerable Prayudh Payutto






FOREWORD

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization has decided to award the Fourteenth
UNESCO Prize 1994 for Peace Education for 1994 to the
Venerable Prayudh Payutto, Abbot of Wat Nyanavesakawan,
in Tambon Bang Kratuk, Amphoe Samphran, Nakhon
Prathom Province, the first laureate from Thailand and
also the first Buddhist monk to obtain such an honour
to be bestowed with this prize. This recognition has
demonstrated that a person, regardless of his status,
nationality or religion, can create work and deeds which
are meaningful to man and society. Venerable Prayudhisan
example of a person with an enlightened mind, dedicated
and determined to disseminate Buddha's Teachings for
the most benefits of mankind, his highest goal being
building peace in the minds of men.

Venerable Prayudh's various types of work lay
emphasis on education in all its forms, namely teaching,
lectures, discussions and exchanges of views, Dhamma
recitation, participating in advisory committees of
numerous institutes, and, most important of all, his
writings, advocating peaceful paths of teaching and doing,
which have been widely publicised and thoroughly
accepted. In spite of their slow outcome in comparision
with creating a proclaimed end-of-war peace, his paths
are solid, as they are based on critical uses of reasons.

The Department of Teacher Education has as its
goals for this publication two major issues ; firstly, to
honour and commemorate Venerable Prayudh on the
occasion of being awarded the Peace Education Prize, as
stated in the first part with details concerning his nomination
and the text of his acceptance speech included, and
secondly, to give guidelines for future nominations, with
contents on the Peace Education Prize and its related
procedures, both in English and Thai, the Thai version
being updated and extended more than the English version
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which was the original text submitted to UNESCO.

This present publication cannot be achieved
without assistance and co-operation from all concerned
which the department wishes to acknowledge with special
thanks.

May the department humbly extend the thankfulness
to Venerable Prayudh who inspires the very beginning of
his piece of work.

May the department also thank Miss Napa
Bhongbhibhat, Ms. Lapapan Punpiputt, Ms. Desiree Chotirawee
who have edited the first three chapters within a short
while, Ms. Mallika Pongparit who has translated the
acceptance speech, Dr. Valai na Pombejr for her
beneficial comments on the nomination, Mr.Bruce Evans
for the edited English text of the nomination paper,
Bhumipanya Foundation for the financial support for
this publication, Buddhadhamma Foundation for its
supporting services regarding the nomination paper, and
officials of the Department of Teacher Education who
have taken part in this work from the beginning till the
meaningful outcome.

Even thougfh limited by time constraints, the
department believe that this publication will be useful
to all those who are interested, that every reader will
find what he aims at and, above all, will honour
Venerable Prayudh who has gained this special award,
an award which sums up the hope of every man, not just
every Thai citizen, and which is deserved to be
rejoiced by everyone in the world. May our readers find
happiness and peace of mind as intended.

The Department of Teacher Education
Ministry of Education
December, 1994
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PREFACE

The purpose of this book is to honour and offer
congratulations to the Venerable Prayudh Payutto on the
occasion of his being awarded the UNESCO Prize for Peace
Education.
One of modern Thailand's sages, the Venerable
Prayudh Payutto is well known throughout Thailand for his
scholarship and irreproachable conduct. Dedicating his life
to the Buddhist teachings, he lives in simple and modest
circumstances. Yet, UNESCO discovered him and recogn-
ized his efforts to create peace in the minds of men, and
decided to award him the Prize for Peace Education for
1994 - the first Thai to receive this honour.
In present - day socicty there are people, especially
among the young, who are confused in their minds about
what is good and what is bad with regard to behaviour and
action. The award of this Prize to the Venerable Prayudh
Payutto is a concrete example of virtue and of a good person
being recognized and commended ; and this, therefore,
stands as a model to inspire everyone and for everyone to
aspire to. Apart from celebrating this important event and
extending felicitations to the Venerable Prayudh Payutto,
this book proposes to give a detailed account of the
nomination process up until the announcement of the
award. This should be of practical use to individuals or
agencies comtemplating similar lines of action in the future.
The book is divided into five parts :
Part 1 - The Prize for Peace Education
Part 2 - The Nomination Process
Part 3 - Rationale Behind the Nomination of the
Venerable Prayudh Payutto

Part 4 - Nomination Support Document

Part 5 - Address Delivered by the Venerable Prayudh
Payutto at the Award Ceremony



PART 1
THE PRIZE FOR PEACE EDUCATION

Preamble

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) with its headquarters in
Paris, France was established in 1946. Its purpose is to
contribute to peace and security by promoting collaboration
among its Member States through education, science and
culture. To this end, UNESCO operates from its headquar-
ters through regional and country offices throughout the
world. The Principal Regional Office for Asia and the
Pacific is located in Bangkok. In 1994, UNESCO has 181
Member States. The present Director-General, elected by
the UNESCO General Conference for a second six-year
term, is Mr. Federico Mayor from Spain.

Thailand became the 45th member of the Organi-
zation on 1 January 1949,

UNESCO awards a number of prizes in various
fields of Socialsciences, Science, Education, Culture and
communication, its mandate, of which only two are for
peace and one for human rights :

1. UNESCO Prize for Peace Education, to be awarded
this year on 20 December at the UNESCO headquarters in
Paris to the Venerable Prayudh Payutto.

2. Félix Houphouét-Boigny Peace Prize, established
in accordance with the purpose of the Organization with
further consideration that peace is a pre-condition for
strengthening the intellectual and moral solidarity of
mankind and can be guaranteed only by equal dignity for all
peoples and respect for life and human rights.
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The Prize bearing the name of the late Presedent
Félix Houphouét Boigny of the Ivory Coast has been
awarded annually since 1991.

3. UNESCO Prize for the Teaching of Human Rights
was awarded for the first time in 1991 and is awarded evey
otheryearon 10 December, to mark the Human Rights Day.
This year two full awards and two honourable mentions are
being presented.

The Prize for Peace Education

The Prize for Peace Education aims to promote all
forms of action designed to "construct the defences of
peace in the minds of men" by rewarding a particularly
outstanding example of activity designed to alert public
opinion and mobilize the conscience of mankind in the
cause of peace, in the spirit of Constitution of UNESCO and
the United Nations Charter. The Prize was established by a
resolution of the UNESCO Executive Board in 1980 to
honour individuals, groups and organizations considered
to merit the distinction of this Prize by virtue of their
activities as described earlicr. Since the first award in 1981
the Prize has been presented annually.

Awardees must have distinguished themselves
through outstanding and internationally recognized
actions in the following fields :

mobilization of consciences in the cause of peace

- implementation, at regional and international level,
of programmes of activity designed to strengthen pecace
education by enlisting the support of public opinion ;

- launching of important activities contributing to
the strengthening of peace ;

educational action to promote human rights and
international understanding;
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. promotion of public awareness of issues on
peace through the media and other effective channels ; and

- any other activity recognized as essential to the
construction of the defences of peace in the minds of men.

The category of those eligible for the Prize was
recently expanded to include persons and organizations in
the creative arts who, through their artistic creativity, have
made significant contributions to the promotion of peace
and international understanding approximately.

The Prize, worth approximately US$ 60,000, is
financed from the interest accruing from the fund of
US$ 1.0 million donated by the Japan Shipbuilding Industry
Foundation.

Member States of UNESCO, intergovermental
organizations, non-governmental organizations granted
consultative status with UNESCO and persons whom the
Director-General of UNESCO deems qualified in the field of
peace may nominate an individual or group of individuals,
or an organization considered to merit the distinction of
this Prize by virtue of their activities. The Director-General
of UNESCO will select the laureate on the basis of proposals
submitted by an international Jury consisting of nine
eminent individuals from different regions of the world.

Over the past 14 years, awardees have included
both individuals and organizations as shown in the
following list.



1981
1982

1983
1984

1985
1986
1987

1988
1989

1990
1991

1992
1993

1994
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Laureates of the UNESCO Prize for
Peace Education
1981-1994

Ms. Helena Kekkonen (Finland) and the World
Organization of the Scout Movement

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRD

Pax christi International

International Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War (IPPNW)

General Indar Jit Rikhye (India) and the Georg
Eckert Institute for International textbook Research
(Federal Republic of Germany)

Professor Paulo Freire (Brazil)

Ms. Laurence Deonna (Switzerland) and'Servicio
Pazy Justicia en America Latina

Brother Roger of Taize (France)

Dr. Robert Muller (France) and the International
Pcace Research Association (IPRA)

Ms. Rigoberta Menchu Tum (Guatemala) and the
World Order Models Project (WOMP)

Ms. Ruth Leger Sivard (United States) and Cours
Sainte Marie de Hann (Senegal)

Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Ms. Madeleine de Vits (Belgium) and The Graduate
Institute for Peace Studies (Republic of Korea)
Venerable Prayudh Payutto (Thailand)



PART 2

THE NOMINATION PROCESS

The two main offices involved in the nomination
process were the External Relations Division, Office of the
Permanent Secretary for Education, which also serves as
the Secretariat of the Thailand National Commission for
UNESCO, for processing the submission of Thailand's can-
didate ; and the Department of Teacher Education, which
first proposed the name of the Venerable Prayudh Payutto.

Stage 1 The sclection of Thailand's candidate

In April 1994, the External Relations Division
invited various departments under the Ministry of Educa-
tion, as well as educational institutions under the Office
of the University Affairs, to submit candidatures for the
Prize to be screened by the Social Science Committee of
the Thailand National Commission for UNESCO.

Stage 2 The selection of candidate by the Department
of Teacher Education

The Department's Director-General, Deputy Direc-
tors-General and Senior Specialists constituted a selection
committee which discussed the matter and agreed to
propose the Venerable Prayudh Payutto's candidature.

The Planning Division of the Department of
Teacher Education, assigned to handle submission process,
established a workplan and proceeded accordingly. First
of all, the Division decided that the nomination dossier
should be prepared in three parts :

a brief biography limited to pertinent details only ;
a selection of the Venecrable Prayudh Payutto's
teachings and writings which focus on the promotion of
peace in the minds of men or on instilling a conscious
awareness of peace through education, including the
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impact of his efforts to promote peace, along with relevant
excerpts from his writings and analyses in six areas:
economics, education, democracy, science and technology,
ethics and religion, and international co-operation ; and

- atabulated list of works on peace education with
clear indication of the original form of cach work - lecture,
sermon, address ; audio/video material ; and book cither in
Thai or English.

In order to prepare the dossier, a study was made of
approaches and emphasces in the writing of commenda-
tionson and tributes to peace prize laureates with particular
reference to Nobel : The Man and His Prizes and Nobel
Lectures on Peace, 1901-1970. Dr. Valai na Pombejr,
UNESCO Specialist in International Education was also
consulted.

A study and compilation of comments and views
from various sectors on the works of Venerable Prayudh
Payutto, particularly from those who followed his teach-
ings for an extended period of time, were undertaken.
Among those who contributed to this exercise were :

- Phra Khru Thawal of Phra Phirain Monastery

- Professor Dr.Rawi Bhavilai

- Professor Tapanece Nakornthap

- Dr. Valai na Pombejr, UNESCO specialist in

International Education

- Chulalongkorn University

- Srinakarinwirote University, Prasarnmit

- Buddhadhamma Foundtion, etc.

The submission document was reviewed by
Professor. Dr. Rawi Bhavilai, Assistant Professor Dr. Apa
Chantharasakul, and Mr.Bruce Evans before submission to
the External Relations Division on 13 May, 1994.

When unofficially informed on 1 August 1994 that
the Venerable Prayudh Payutto had been selected for the
prize for Pcace Education, the Department of Tceacher
Education proceeded to co-ordinate with the Venerable
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Prayudh Payutto regarding the preparations for his attend-
ance at the award ceremony and the address which would
be delivered on that occasion.

Through the External Relations Division, UNESCO
officially informed the Department of Teacher Education
on 23 August 1994 that the Venerable Prayudh Payutto. had
been selected for the Prize. The Department was subseq-
uently instructed by the Ministry of Education to plan an
extensive publicity programme.

Stage 3 Steps taken subsequent to UNESCO's
announcement

The co-operation of various individuals and organi-
zations in this undertaking was thankfully acknowledged
by the Department of Teacher Education while the Supreme
Patriarch and the Prime Minister were informed and requ-
ested to advise on activities to celebrate the occasion.
Amongthe agenciesinvited by the Department to participate
in the arrangements for the attendance at the award
ceremony and publicity for the event were the Department
of Religious Affairs, the External Relations Division and
the Buddhadhamma Foundation.

It was agreed that this award is a great honour to
the nation as a whole and provides an opportunity for
worldwide dissemination of Buddhist teachings and to
celebrate the honour conferred on a truly exemplary
person. Activities in honour of the Venerable Prayudh
Payutto should therefore be undertaken by the Thai public
rather than by a particular office or organization. It should
be a joint effort and carried out simultancously at the
national and provincial levels involving education institutions
at all levels.

Acting on behalf of the Government, the Ministry
of Education coordinated with the offices concerned
and established a steering committee to organize activities
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to honour the Venerable Prayudh Payutto and celebrate
the occasion. A number of sub-committees were also
appointed and the events were scheduled to take place
during October 1994 to January 1995.

Senior monks and prominent lay individuals such as
the President of the Privy Council, the Prime Minister and
cabinet Ministers concerned, as well as distinguished
scholars served as advisers to the Steering Committee.
Membership of the Committee itself included the
Permanent Secretary for Education, all Directors-General of
Departments within the Ministry of Education, Directors-
Gerneral of relevant Departments outside the Ministry of
Education and Buddhist scholars. Advice was solicited from
allto ensure that the events would be fitand proper. Offices
and organizations were invited to participate in this
nationawide celebration.



PART 3

RATIONALE BEHIND THE NOMINATION

In proposing the candidature of the Venerable
Prayudh Payutto, the Department of Teacher Education
took into consideration the following :

1. His scholarship and competence

2. His works in Peace Education

3. Impact of his works and teachings

4. Personal qualities

1. Scholarship and Competence

The Venerable Prayudh Payutto is widely known
and respected for his profound knowledge in the ficlds
of Buddhism, education, and languages : Thai, Pali and
English. His interest extends to such disciplines as science,
social science, philosophy and ethics. A great teacher and
publicspeaker, he isadmired for his profound understanding
and analyses of problems in education as well as his theory
onamore balanced educational development. In his analyses
of educational development, he advocates educational
philosophy based upon Buddhist teachings and a wise
application of modern science and technology which will
lead to better quality of life.

His talent and abilities have been evident in his
successin completing the highest grade of Pali Examination
while still a novice. Furthermore, he graduated with first
class honour and has been awarded honorary doctorate
degrees by several universities. His books in Thai and
English number more than 150. Over the years, he has been
inundated with invitations to teach, lecture and deliver
addresses from both within Thailand and abroad.

Furthermore, the Mahidol Varanusorn Prize in 1989
and the Silver Conch Award in 1990 were bestowed on him
for his work in the propagation of Buddhism.

2, Works in Peace Education



85

Over the past 30 years, the Venerable Prayudh
Payutto has produced a great volume of works of an
educational nature in all forms such as actual teachings,
lectures, addresses, discussions, exchanges of opinion of
sermons. He has served as an adviser to a number of
committees attached to government bodies. Most important
of all, his written works have been extensively studied
and put in practice over a long period.

His application of the Four Nobel Truths of
Buddhism is evident in all his works. He has endeavoured
atalltimes to instill in all people, regardless of race, religion,
orsex, theimportance of intellectual freedomand reasoning
in decision making and problem solving without losing
sight of self-discipline and the common goodness. He has
also always emphasised that material development must be
in conjunction with moral development and has given
invaluable suggestions on how to deal with many aspects of
life in order to attain true happiness which, in turn, will lead
to peace in the minds of men, in the community and,
ultimately, in the world.

Among hisimportant writings are Buddhadhamma,
A Constitution for Living, Education : A Tool for
Development Awaiting Development, Towards
Sustainable Science, A Buddhist Solution for the
Twenty-first Century and Buddhist Dictionaries. An
important foundation for the advancement of Buddhist
studies, Buddhadhamma has been acclaimed as "jewel of
the first order" on account of its elegant style and language.

Possibly the greatest Buddhist work ever produced
in Thailand: it presents the essential teachings of
Buddhism, the Four Noble Truths, and elaborates on them,
guiding the readers rcaders to an understanding and
analysis of the truth of natural reality in order to devise a
way of life that is harmonious with natural truth, leading to
happiness and pecace for both onesclf and the community.
The book is divided into five parts with the following
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headings : "What Is Life?", "How Is Life?", "How Does
Life Proceed?”, "How Should Life Be?", and "How Should
Life Be Lived?" as well as a concluding chapter. The 1,100-
page book is in the process of being translated by Mr. Bruce
Evans.

At the international level, his best known work is
the text of his address to the 1993 Parliament of the World's
Religions, convened in Chicago, U.S.A., read by Dr. Jim
Kenney, chairman of the programme committce in the
absence of the Venerable Prayudh Payutto due to illness.
The address entitled "A Buddhist Solution for the
Twenty-first Century" propounds the usc of Buddhist
doctrine to solve social problems of the world, the
importance of reasoning in planning for the future and the
need to create peace in the minds of men. In less than a
year, the text of the address was reprinted more than
six times in both Thai and English.

The above mentioned is only a small part of his
work, but suffice to say that each of his works emphasises
the use of reasoning and the intellect to attain personal
happiness which is a pre-condition for peace in the com-
munity.

3. Impact of His Works and Teachings

The Venerable Prayudh Payutto's works and thoughts
have influenced the thinking and bchaviour as well as
actions of people in all walks of life ranging from adminis-
trators, academics in all disciplines, media men, the public,
monks, school-children, students at all levels as well as
leaders and educators abroad.

He has been invited to teach and address a number
of institutions, both governmental and private, including
the University of Pennsylvania, Harvard University, and
Cambridge University, not to mention a number of
international gatherings.

His books in Thai and English have becen in great
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demand and have been reprinted many times. Often, it is
not possible to determine the number of copies circulated
because the books are copyright-free. The United Nations
University in Japan has specifically asked him to write a
book entitled "Buddhist Education.”

His audience and followers have beeninfluenced by
his thoughts and code of conduct resulting in their contri-
bution to the community. As his influence grows his work-
load increases, but he is never discouraged even in the face
of ill health.

His life and works have inspired interest among Thai
and foreign scholars alike. A Cornell scholar has written a
dissertation on his life and work entiled "A Person-centered
Ethnography of Thai Buddhism" : The Life of Phra
Rajavaramuni (Prayudh Payutto).

4, Personal Qualities

The Venerable Prayudh Payutto has been acclaimed
as a scholar monk of impeccable conduct and behaviour.
He leads a simple and modest life. His disciples and co-
workers are all agreed that he has purity of heart and
sincerity of purpose. A meticulous worker, he is humble in
demeanour. He accords equal importance and interest to
all who come to see him, regardless of race, religion or
social status. He is above all a monk who has given
unmatched contribution to the study of Buddhism and
to mankind. He serves as a model not only to monks, but
to all men.



PART 4
NOMINATION SUPPORT DOCUMENT

For nominating Venerable Prayudh Payutto, three
main in subjects have prepare to UNESCO

1. Biography of Venerable Prayudh Payutto and
Teachings

2. Theoretical contributions to the promotion of
peace

Economics

Education

Democracy

Science & technology

On ethics and religion

On International Co-operation

3. List of Publications Relating to Peace Education
Prepared by the Candidate

Buddhist Works

General Subjects
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Biography of Venerable Prayudh Payutto

Venerable Prayudh Payutto was born on January 12, 1938,
in Suphanburi Province, Central Thailand. He finished
secondary education with a scholarship awarded by the
Ministry of Education. At the age of 13,he became a novice
and, while still a novice, completed the highest grade of Pali
examinations, an achievement for which he was honoured
with the rare distinction of ordination as a monk under
Royal Patronage in 1961.

After completing a degree in Buddhist studies with
first class honours from Mahachulalongkorn Buddhist
University and a Higher Certificate in Education in 1962 and
1963 respectively, he served as Deputy Secretary-General
of the Buddhist University, during which time he intro-
duced many reforms into the University curriculum and
administrative system, addressing the increasing role of
the monastic order in society and community development.
He was appointed Abbot of Wat Prapirane in Bangkok in
1972. After serving as Abbot there for four years, he
submitted his resignation and continued to support monastic
duties on a broader scale, both in Thailand and in other
countries. Recently he established another monastery,
Wat Nyanavesakawan, on the outskirts of Bangkok.

From the time he ordained asa monk till the present,
a span of more than thirty years, Venerable Prayudh has
dedicated himself to the dissemination of Buddhism, pointing
out how individual members of society can develop peace
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and happiness intelligently - by secing things as they really
are and solving problems rationally - this in turn being the
path to peace and harmony in the community. His work has
produced innumerable teachings, lectures, discussions,
sermons and books, both in Thailand and overseas.

His books dealing with Buddhist and sociological
subjects at present number over 150 (mostly in Thai, but
some in English), with the number steadily increasing. His
books are well known in Thailand as works of outstanding
scholarship : well researched, well referenced and well
written. Most importantly, his writings show the way to
harmonious living in the community. The copyright to all of
his works is given freely, and any rewards accruing from his
writings are donated to the Mahachulalongkorn University
to further the education of monks and novices there.

Overscas, Venerable Prayudh has been invited to
lecture in leading universities, including lectures on
"Buddhism and Thai Culture" at the University Museum,
University of Pennsylvania; several semesters of Buddhist
studies at Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania; time spent
as Guest Lecturer at the Faculty of Arts and Sciences,
Harvard University ; as a Visiting Scholar at the Center for
the Study of World Religions, Harvard University ; and asa
Research Fellow at the Faculty of Divinity, Harvard
University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Venerable Prayudh has also been invited to give
Special Addresses at numerous world conferences by
international  organizations, including lectures on "Buddhism
and Peace" at the International Conference of Higher
Education and the Promotion of Peace; on "The Identity of
Buddhism" at the Buddhist Knowledge Exchange Program
in Honour of His Majesty the King of Thailand ; on "The
Infulence of Western vs. Asian Thought on Human Cultural
Development" at the Sixth Asian Workshop on Child and
Adolescent Development ; and on "A Buddhist Solution for
the Twenty-first Century,"at the 1993 Parliament of the
World's Religions in Chicago (due toillness, he was notable
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to attend the parliament personally, and his address was
read for him by Dr Jim Kenney, Chairman of the Program
Commiittee.)

At the present time, Venerable Prayudh lives a life
dedicated to the dissemination of the Buddha's teaching
and human development, exemplified in his simple, peace-
ful and modest bearing, receiving visitors from all walks of
life with equal interest and impartiality, regardless of race,
religion or sex. He is indeed a model for the Buddhist
monkhood and for humanity in general, and there arc some
who have studied his life and his thinking, both in Thailand
and overseas. One such person was Dr.Grant Olson, who
wrote as his disscrtation for a Doctorate in Philosophy at
Cornell University, "A person-centered ethnography of Thai
Buddhism : The Life of Phra Rajavaramuni (Prayudh,
Payutto)."

Many tertiary educational institutions have presented
him with Honorary degrees in different fields, such as:

1. In Buddhist Studies, from Mahachulalongkorn
Buddhist University, in 1982, for his outstanding scholar-
ship, his services to the University, his composition of
Buddhist texts both in Thai and English, his lectures on
Buddhism at leading universities in the U.S. and his work in
organizing the Thai monastic order there.

2. In Philosophy, from Thammasat University, in
1986, in recognition of his lectures on Buddhism at the
university and his many writings, some of which over the
years the university has made use of as text books.

3. In Education, from Silapakorn University, in 1987.
from Kasetsart University in 1987, and from Sri Nakrinwirote
University in 1990 : for his intellectual leadership in analys-
ing Thailand's social problems and his ability to bring the
Buddha's teachings to his analyses in a modern and
consistent way ; for his abilities in teaching and his
impeccable personal example as an educator ; and for his
services to educational institutions.
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4. In linguistics, from Chulalongkorn University and
Mahidol University in 1989 : for his perception of the
essential nature of language, which has enabled his
teaching to achieve success on a very wide front, both in
Thailand and overseas; for his profound understanding of
linguistic sociology, his understanding of the evolution of
word meaning, and his ability to adapt language to different
social groups; and for his work in compiling dictionaries, of
which he has compiled more than any other person in
Thailand.

Teachings

Although Venerable Prayudh is officially a Buddhist monk,
his teachings do notbelong exculsively to any race or creed.
He has consistently tried to instill in pcople's minds an
awareness of their individual and social responsibilitics, an
appreciation of wisdom and an ability to make decisions
and solve problems intelligently. He stresses that all people
hold a share of the responsibility for correcting and
preventing social problems.

Suchanapproach to peace education, while slow to
show results and not as spectacular as a truce between
warring nations, nevertheless has results that are much
more stable and enduring, because they arise as a result of
intelligent reflection within each individual. Venerable
Prayudh's writings and thoughts have had an influence on
the leading members of the community in many fields-
businessmen, statesmen, doctors, scientists, teachers,
students on all levels, and monks - both in Thailand and
internationally. He has had an important role in organizing
and developing curricula for all levels of education
primary, sccondary and tertiary.
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Theoritical contributions to the promotion of peace

According to Venerable Prayudh, peace on a national or
international level must begin with peace on an individual
level. Moreover, peace must be clearly difined before steps
can be taken to bring it about. Peace, he says, in synonymous
with happiness - "an unhappy person cannot find peace,
and there can be no peace without happiness. "Happiness,
in turn, is of two main kinds : that which is dependent on
material things, and that which is not dependent on material
things, but which results from personal development and
independence from addiction to material possessions.
Thus, happiness is in turn synonymous with freedom.
Venerable Prayudh looks at freedom on fourlevels: physical
freedom-freedom from want in regard to the basic necessities
of life; social freedom-freedom from social oppression;
emotional freedom-freedom from oppressive mental states
such as anxicty, depression, and anger; and intellectual
freedom-freedom resultion from understanding the truth of
nature, wherein reasoning powers are freed from selfish
and distorted biases.

In order to bring about these four kinds of freedom,
four kinds of development are required:

The first is physical development, which includes
not only the strengthening of the body and maintenance of
physical health, but also a proper physical relationship with
the environment, the supply of the four basic needs (food,
clothing, shelter, and medicine), the proper use of those
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requisites (that is, using them for true value rater than false
value. For example, the true value of food is nutrition for
the body, its false value is delicious taste, an escape from
boredom, etc.)so that no harm is produced by their
procurement (such as crime) and consumption (such as
illness). Thus includes the skillful use of technology so that
itdoes not damage personal well being or the environment.

The second kind of development is social or moral
development, the development of awareness and apprecia-
tion of the rights of othersand society. On the negative side,
means abstention from behaviou which is harmful to other
people and the community, while on the positive level it
means encouragement of positively helpful actions and
right livelihood.

The third kind of development is mental develop-
ment, which comprises development of the mind's quality,
efficiency and health. Development of mental quality means
the instilment of virtues such as goodwill, compassion,
generosity, respect and humility. Development of mental
efficiency means development of awareness, integrity,
determination and stability. Development of mental health
means the development of peace and clarity within the
mind as antidotes to depression,alienation, and despair.

The fourth kind of development is intellectual
development, which can be on many levels. It can refer to
academic knowledge (meaning true understanding of the
subject rather than simply a pass in grades); a more profo-
und level of intellectual development is knowledge that is
unbiased, be it in relation to education or any other field.
Unbiased knowledge requires mindfulness at the moment
of awareness, and as such requires some training; another
level of knowledge is pure and unbiased analysis of data.
The highest level of knowledge is understanding of the
nature of the world as it really is, as conditioned by causes
and conditions, and knowing how to analyse those condi-
tions clearly and respond to them appropriately.
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These four kinds of development require education
and this is where Venerable Prayudh's contribution lies-in
his emphasis on correct understanding of the nature of
peace, by analysing is causes,and the causes for its lack. He
gives his message in the form of lectures and talks to many
organizations in the country, such as universities and
government institutions, and, on a wider scale, through
books. His trademark is his application of ancient Buddhist
wisdom to modern day problems, presenting innovative
interpretations of such traditionally amoral subjects as eco-
nomics, science, techonlogy, and politics, and also applying
scientific principles to such traditionally non-scientific
subjects as ethics and religion. Examples of his thought on
these subjects are given below:

Economics:

In "Buddhist Economics," he writes:

" ..like other sciences, economics strives for
objectivity, and in the process excludes subjective values,
such as ethics, from its considerations. Economists may say,
for instance, that a bottle of whiskey and a Chinese dinner
have the same economic value, or that drinking in a night
club contributes more to the economy than listening to
a religious talk at a temple. These are truths according to
€Cconomics.

"The objectivity of economics is, however, short-
sighted. Economists look at just one short phase of the
natural causal process, and single out the part that interests
them while ignoring the wider ramifications. Thus, modern
economists take no account of ethical consequences of
economic activity. Neither the vices associated with the
frequenting of night clubs, nor the knowledge and wisdom
arising from listening to a religion teaching, are its
concern ...

"...From a Buddhist perspective, economics cannot
be separated from other branches of knowledge. Economic
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activities are seen as just part of the remedy to the problems
of the whole of humanity. An economics based on
Buddhism will not be a self-contained science, but one of a
number of inter-dependent disciplines working within the
whole  social-existential matrix. ...

"... To be ethically sound, economic activity must
take place in such a way that it is not harmful to any of the
three inter - connected spheres of human existence -
the individual, society, and the natural environment. In
other words, economic activity should enhance well-being
in these three spheres. ... By this reckoning, a Chinese
dinner would have more value than a bottle of whiskey."

Education:

In "Education: A Tool for Development Awaiting Develop-
ment," he writes;

"Education should guide people toward happiness,
and happiness is the essence of morality. Buddhism
recognizes that people can only have true morality when
they are happy. Without happiness, it is very difficult for
people to be moral. A happy person is inclined to share his
happiness with other. Similarly, an unhappy person is
inclined to share his suffering with, or vent it on others.
When unhappy people try to vent their unhappiness on to
others, the result is social unrest-a person in a bad mood at
home will create tension in home; in the workplace, he will
create tension in the work place. These tensions easily lead
to incidents, and incidents easily spread. An unhappy mind
also leads to poor quality workmanship and decision mak
ing, which may have repercussions for a great number of
people. Thus, education must accept responsibility for
guiding people to happiness.

"Now we must ask ourselves, is education fulfilling
this need? Does present day education guide people toward
contentment and happiness, or to restlessness and
insatiability? Education that is misdirected will make people
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increasingly dissatisfied. Rather than creating happiness
within them, it will suck it out of them, rendering them void
of any happiness and as a result craving for it. In this way,
modern day education trains people tobecome competitors,
antagonists in the struggle to amass a happiness which they
do not have. ..."

"Real happiness in essence is peace, which in turn is
freedom."

Democray:

In"The Creation of Democracy"”, Venerable Prayudh writes:

"When they think of democracy, most people think
of the forms of democracy, its physical structure. They
think of the senate, the house of representatives, the courts,
the powers of legislation, administration, and arbitration;
they think in terms of the number of people's representa-
tives required. A lot of thought is given to the structures of
democracy, but not much s given to the truly indispensable
part of democracy, which is its heart.

"The heart of democracy, whichis abstract, is its real
substance. Without the substance, the structure is
meaningless. ...

"If people are to govern their country, it is essential
that the individuals within society first know how to govern
themselves. If the individual members of society are incapa-
ble of governing themselves, they will be incapable of
governing each other. Therefore, to clarify our definition of
democracy,we should say, 'Democracy is government by a
population of people who know how to govern themselves'.
When each person knows how to govern him or herself, he
or she will then be able to contribute to the gevernment of
the country. This is an important point. People must be
taught how to govern themselves. As long as they are
incapable of governing themselves, it will not be possible
for them to successfuly govern a country.”
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Science & Technology:

In "Toward Sustainable Science, a Buddhist Look at Tends
in Scientific Development," Venerable Prayudh writes:

"Technology was designed to provide benefit to
mankind, but nowadays we have two kinds of technology.
One is the technology which is used to provide benefit,
while the other is that used to seek bencefit (i.e., personal
gain). What we nced is technology for providing benefit,
but the problems of the present time exist because modern
technology is largely of the kind that seeks benefit.

"... If we ignore ethics or morality, the most likely
result is that science and technology will, rather than
provide benefit, bring problems, stressing as they do the
unrestrained production and consumption of goods with
which to gratify sense desires, escalation of the power to
destroy, and increasing the availability of mind-numbing
mass media.

".. Without ethical awareness, technological
progress, even the beneficial kinds, tends to increase the
propensity for destruction. The more science and technol-
ogy advance, the more keenly does destruction seem to
threaten mankind; the more they are developed, the more
is ethics necessitated, and the more will the stability and
the well-being of humanity be dependent on moral
principle."

Venerable Prayudh ends his lecture with following
statement:

"... We need to effectuate a conscious change of
direction to stress production, development and con-
sumption of technology which will promote intelligence
and development of the human being, to use itasa tool for
the communication of knowledge that is useful and which
encourages people to use their time constructively. There
must also be conscious use of technology, withanawareness
of the benefits and dangers involved in it. In this way,
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technology will be an instrument for enhancing the quality
of life and protection the environment. Society will
become an environment which supports and encourages
mental development. This third kind of technology can be
called 'technology which enhances intelligence and human
development', which is directly opposite to technology
which encourages delusion.

"If production, development and consumption of
technology can be channelled in this way, and if science
opens  the way to this kind of technology, then sustainable
development will surely become a reality."

On cthics and Religion

The promotion of the study of ethics and religion, and the
use of religious principles to effectuate development of the
quality of life in many different fields, be it cultural, scientific,
or economic, is one Venerable Prayudh's most outstanding
achivevments.

The effect his lectures, books and tapes have had on
the international scene is brought out by the fact that many
of his works have been translated into English. At present,
there are about fourteen books printed, and more are being
translated. Venerable Prayudh was invited to write on the
subject of Budhist Education by the Head Office of the
United Nations University in Japan, and has been invited to
visit higher Buddhist educational centres in Laos, Sri Lanka,
Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan, S. Korea and
Japan. He has taught on the subjects of chtics, Buddhism
and culture in leading Universitics of the USA , such as
the University of Pennsylvania, Swarthmore college, and
Harvard University.

Venerable Prayudh's most important work, that
through which he has been able to reach the widest
audience, is his writing. His most important Buddhist work
is the 1100 page "Buddhadhamma,"which has been called
a "jewel of the first order,"an outstanding reference work
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for the study of Buddhism and possibly the greatest Bud-
dhist work ever to be produced in Thailand . Buddhadhamma
presents the essential teachings of Buddhism, the Four
Noble Truths, and enlarges on them, guiding the reader to
an understanding and analysis of the truth of natural reality
in order to devise a way of life that is harmonious with that
natural truth, one that leads to happiness and peace for both
oneself and the community, The book can be divided into
five main sections, headed,"” What is Life?", "How is Life?",
"How Does Life Proceed?", "How Should Life Be?", and
"How Should Life Be Lived?" Some parts of this book have
already been translated into English. At present, the
Buddhadhamma Foundation is undertaking a dedicated
translation of his work into English, and some parts of it
have already been printed.

Another of Venerable Prayudh's major works is a
much smaller book, "Constitution for Living," in which are
briefly itemized the Buddha's teaching on everyday life on
both the individual and social levels.

In addition to his literary works, Venerable Prayudh
also serves as advisor to Wat Wachiradhampatheep, a
Buddhist Monastery in New York, and Wat Dhammaram in
Chicago, USA. In Thailand he is Advisory Chairman, Chair-
man and Committee Member on several projects, notably
the Palivisodhaka, which is checking the Suttanta Pitaka in
the Buddhist Pali Canon. He is also Chairman of the working
committee which drafts policies for Buddhist Education,
and advisor to an ad hoc committee working on drafting
plans for mental development for national security.

In keeping with his interest in staying abreast of the
times, and making good use of technology, he has also been
instrumental in his role as Advisor to the Supervising Com-
mittee for the Digital Version of the Pali Canon and
Commentaries, in which the entire Pali Canon and Com-
mentaries, numbering over 130 volumes, was entered onto
computer disk and a search and retrieve program written,
at Mahidol University.
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On International Co-operation:

In his special address to the 1993 Parliament of the World's
Religions in Chicago, he said :

"In this new age, in which we share one global
community, the old way of thinking with its sectarianism
and rival factions, is no longer viable. It will not lead to
world peace. Ethical systems in the modern world, such as
restraint toward nature, religious tolerance and human
rights, are merely attempts to preserve or sustain the world,
buttheyare onlya compromise. They must be supported by
more positive cthical standards and a new way of thinking."

"... With many religions together on one planet, it is
necessary for our relations to be guided by goodwill and
understanding, and for us to be able to talk together with
reason. Through this mutual respect and understanding,
the different religions can live together."

"... The time has come to [carn to live together, and
this will only be possible when human beings are able to
develop a freedom that is not dependent on exploiting the
external environment, and learn instead to help and sup-
portit. In this way, human beings will be able to experience
the taste of true freedom and true happiness.”

Venerable Prayudh's major contribution to the cause
of peace is in his enlighteded analyses of social problems
and his application of Buddhist wisdom to modern aca-
demic disciplines. He has been called on many times in
Thailand to give his thoughts on religious and social crises,
such as the address quoted from above, on "The Creation of
Democracy," which was given to Thai residents of the US in
response to the riots and killings in Bangkok in May, 1992.
His words are always a soothing influence on the troubled
waters of misunderstanding and suspicion that such
crisis engender.
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His work for peace consists in instilling a conscious
awareness of peace and the true quality of life within all the
organizations he has been required to lecture to, be they
economic, scientific, political, medical or educational. His
activities in the name of peace education are chiefly in the
form of his thought and his emphasis on intelligent under-
standing, which are outlined in his many books (sce en-
closed annex). In his lectures at international conferences
he has always emphasised the need for intelligent and
reasoned consideration of the problems facing the global
community, and constantly pointed out the need to clarify
our aims of life, which after all, can only be peace and well
being for the individual and society.
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List of Publications Relating to Peace Education
Prepared by the Candidate

Although all of Venerable Prayudh's talks and books
are based on Buddhist teachings and attitudes, his works
can be roughly divided into two main categories: those
which are directly related to Buddhism, being treatises on
Buddhist themes, and those which are more related to
social issues, which, while being grounded in Buddhist
attitudes, are not Buddhist texts as such. Accordingly, the
following tables have been compiled in two groups: Bud-
dhist teachings, and more general teachings. While these
classifications are fairly arbitrary, they do give some idea of
the nature of Venerable Prayudh's work,

Buddhist Works

No. Title L{A|T|E Remarks
1 | Kamma in the v/ |V | Translated in to English
Buddha's as 'Good, Evil and Beyond'
2 | The Three Characteristics e Currently being translated

3 | A Constitution for Living v

e

4 | The Essence of Buddhism: Currently being translated

the Four Noble Truths

5 | Practising the Dhamma Naard
Correcily
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Buddhist Works

No. Title A|T|E Remarks
6 | The Highest Benefit in
the Life
7 | Buddhism: A layman's v
Guide to Life
8 | Introduction to Buddhism, v
Books 1 & 2
9 | Self Development |/
10 | Wisdom Development Ve
11 | Buddhadhamma v
12 | Buddhadhamma v Currently being translated
(Revised and Enlarged)
13 | Kamma, Heaven and Va4
Hell for the Modem
Generation
14 | Buddhist Values v
15 | Criteria for Measuring v |
Buddhist Development
16 | The Characteristics of ars Currently being translated
Buddhism
17 | Samadhi: The Foundation v
of Mental Health and
Wisdom
18 | Right View v
19 | Right Mindfulness in v’ | V' | Translated into English as
Buddhism ‘Sammasati: An Exposition
of Right Mindfulness'
20 | Right Livelihood v Currently being translated
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Buddhist Works

No. Title LIA|T Remarks

21 | Buddhist Values v

22 | Criteria for Mcasuring v |V
Buddhist Development

23 | The Middle Way: |
Understanding Its Basics

24 | The Buddha's Teaching v
Techniques

25 | The Buddha's Teachingon| v | v | v
Life Development

26 | Buddhism and Life in a |V
Technelogical World

27 | OnDeath arars

28 | Attaining Freedom SNV
through Impermanence

29 | Helping Yourselfto Help | v | v/
Others

L= Lecture, Sermon, Address:
A = Audio/Visual Matertal;
T = Thai book; E = English book.
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General Subjects

No. Title LIA|TI|E Remarks

1 | Birth is Suffering, But v
Good Birth is Happiness

~
N
N

2 | Moral Development

3 | Education: A Tool for Ve
Development Awaiting
Development

4 | Clear Thinking: Education’s v
Essential Resource
5 | Life Partners I | On Marriage
6 | Morality for the New Varars
Generation
7 | Psychology and Narars
Meditation
8 | Life and Working AN
9 | Life for Work, Work v IV

Righteousness

10 | The Middle Way for Thai | v | v |V
Education

11 | The Way to Freedom arars
for Thai Education

12 | The Way Out for Varard
Thai Society

13 | Technology and Farars
Religion

14 | Buddhism for Life and I
Development
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No. Title L|A|T|E Remarks
15 | The Monastic Order in a4
Moderm Society
16 | Buddhism and Counselling | v | v/ | v/ Currently being translated
17 | The Responsibility of arard
Buddhists in the Present
Situation
18 | Looking at America to vV |V |V |V | Translated as "Looking
Solve Thailand's Problems to America to Solve
Thailand's Problems®
19 | The Closer One Gets to IV Y
Happiness, the Closer
One is to Dhamma
20 | Foundations of Buddhist | v/ | v |V
Social Morality for
Modern Thai Society
21 | A New Dawn for Education| v | v | v/
22 | Religion and Youth Narars
23 | Buddhist Liberal Arts v V|V
24 | Buddhist Economics A arard
25 | The Monastic institution v |
and Modern Socicty
26 | Ethics and Reality N rars
Technological World
27 | The Golden Light of I

a Good Life
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General Subjects

No. Title LIA|TI|E Remarks
28 | Buddhism and Education v
29 | Freedom : Individual and v
Social
30 | Thai Civilization : An Narars
Alternative to the Age of
Progress
31 | The Making of Domocracy V| Address given to Thais in
the US on the riots and
killings in Bangkok, may,
1992 : Currently being
translated
32 | True Happiness Depends | v [V |V
on Freedom
33 | Buddhism as the vV |V | | | Translated as *“Toward
Foundation of Science Sustainable Science, A
Buddhist Look at Trends
in Scientific Development”
34 | The Flow of Dhamma, for | v | v |V
Life and the Community
35 | Abortion : the Buddhist | v | v |V
Yiew
36 | One Small Life Can Create | v | v |V
Great Benefit
37 | Useful Work, Happy Narard
Person
38 | Work for Happinessand | v |V |V
the Essence of Life
39 | Happy All the Time arard
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General Subjects

No. Title LIA|T|E Remarks

40 | Life Standards for® Varard
Buddhists

41 | Look Deeply, Think Far: VA Thoughts on the riots and
Thoughts on the Events killings in Bangkok, May,
of May 1992 1992

42 | A Buddhist Solutionfor | v/ |V | v/ |/ | Address to the Parliament
Twenty-first Century of the World's Religions,

Chicago, 1993

~
~
~

43 | Buddhism and Human

N

44 | Live Happily, e

Die Peacefully

L=Lecture, Sermon, Address, A = Audio/Visual Matertal; T = Thai book; E = English book.

NB : Titles of Thai talks and books have been translated into English rather than
transliterated.



PART 5

Address Delivered by
the Venerable Prayudh Payutto
atthe Award Ceremony

PEACE THROUHG FREEDOM AND HAPPINESS

Forty-nine years ago, in 1945, with the end of World
War II, the world witnessed the close of the greatest
calamity ever experienced by mankind. Inan effort to avoid
arecurrence of such catastrophes, the United Nations was
established immediately after the war, with the primary
objective of maintaining international peace and security.
But almost as soon as it was founded, the Cold War began.
Although the Cold War is now over, racial and religious
conflicts have flared up in many areas of the planet, and
environmental degeneration presents a major threat to
human survival. Despite the resolution of some of the
world's conflicts, genuine world peace and security are still
far from being realized.

Human beings seem to be more inclined to conflict
and violence than to peace : to break peace is evidently
casier than to keep it. Conflict and war appear to be the
norm and peace simply a temporary respite. However, this
is not the inevitable state of affairs. Conflict arises in the
mind, and it is there that it can be resolved.

In reality, we are our minds. When we allow our
desire for material gains to grow unchecked, our fellow
beings become adversaries and nature becomes an object
to be exploited. In wake of the belief that true happiness
can only be attained through sensual gratification, we have
developed extremely materialistic way competition and
consumption have become the very rules of life and the
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dominant energies of our societiecs. We have become
"consumers," devoted to a life-style of competition for
consumption. But competition leads us into a state of
permanent "cold war" with our neighbours, and a life of
consumption puts us at odds with the environment. Lack-
ing happiness within, we try to find it outside in sense
pleasures. Lacking inner peace and security, we try to
establish them through controlling and dominating others.
Ethnic biases and sectarianism only intensify the conflict.

But human beings can be - and need to be - trained
through education. It is this potential for traning and con-
structive action that is the real gift of being human., How-
ever, when educationis out of balance, it only promotes our
abilities to acquire material possessions and gratify the
senses : ignoring our true potential, it fails to develop our
ability to be happy. Despite an increasing supply of
pleasure-objects, happiness is on the wane.

The search for external happiness is contentious. It
not only brings us into conflict with our neighbours but
also wreak havoc on the environment. OQur efforts to obtain
the external happiness have already begun to reduce the
overall quality of our lives. Moreover, since such happiness
is based solely on gratification, it increases our dependence
on external pleasures us of our freedom.

Converscly, a skilful and balanced education will
trains people to develop not only the skills to seek external
object to make them happy but also the ability to be happy
within themselves. As they find it easier to be happy, so
will their need for material wealth decreases, resulting in
less exploitative attitudes. People who are happy within
themsclves tend to make others happy. Because their
material gains are no longer the sole source of their
happiness, they are able to share their gains with others.
What was initially contentious happiness becomes a
sharing and harmonious kind of happiness.
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In the field of ethics, our current moral education,
perceiving the problems and conflict caused by the
unbridled struggle for happiness, teaches restraint based
onawareness of humanrights. We therefore live in socicties
where peace is enforced through restraint. But any ethic
based on fear and obligation is negative and unreliable - its
prohibitive nature is inadcquate. A genuine ethic, in
contrast, is based on harmony and happiness. For those
who experience inner peace and independent happincss,
wealth and power lose their mere pleasure-giving or
prestige value and become instead means to bring about
well-being and happiness to fellow beings. Our time calls
for such a positive ethic.

Much of our education tends to encourage a sense
of taking and getting : children learn to see material things
as objects to be attained. To counterbalance this trend,
education, both at home and in school, should instil an
appreciation of giving. The practice of giving tangibly
teaches a happi-ness through giving and generates loving-
kindness. Love means the desire for others to be happy. We
learn to look at others as fellow beings, subject to the same
joys and sorrows and the same laws of nature as we are.
As giving satisfies our desire for the happiness of others,
both parties well benefit and become happy. In this way,
giving, which otherwise might be seen as a loss, becomes
a gain, a cause for happiness. Only through such a
harmonious happiness, our demands for other, more
exploitative forms of happiness are mitigated, resulting in
a reduction in social tensions.

There is a great difference between positive and
negative ethics. Under a positive ethical system based on
harmony and happiness, human ways of thinking will be
changed . When we think of acquiring, all our interest is
focused on the objects of our aspiration and other people
are seen as obstacles of means - as competitors or prey. But
when we think of giving, our interest is focused on other
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people and we sce them with understanding and
compassion. Cencepts central to the human condition such
as equality and happiness are seen in a new light. In the
competitive system which is based on acquiring, people
see equality in terms of self-protection and they demand
equal rights and opportunity to pursue personal interests.
Inarighteocus democratic system, equality gives us maximum
opportunity to cooperate in realizing social unity and well-
being. Just as contentious happiness turns into harmonious
happiness, so contentious equality changes to harmonious
equality.

On a higher level, human beings can be trained to
generate an inner happiness independent of external
material pleasures. The tacit assumption of improperly
educated people that they can only be happy when they
have material wealth causes them to direct their efforts
outwards. This pursuit inevitably entails some stress and
suffering. By directing our efforts more inward through
practices such as skilful reflection and meditation, it is
possible to find a subtler and more independent kind of
happiness, born from calmness and understanding, which
allows us to rise above cxploitative actions.

Ultimately, human development leads to the full
realization of truth and complete understanding of the
interdependence of all things : our lives, our socicty and
physical environment. When our undcrstanding is in
harmony with reality, therc is freedom. The characteristics
of impermanance, conflict and conditionality -all common
signs of this world will no longer lead to stress, tension
and suffering. The true nature of all things is realized and,
by recognizing the interrclatedness of the individual,
society and the ecosystem, we harmonize their interests.

While we are struggling for happiness, we have
no time forothers. Suddenly happinessbecomes something
lacking in our immediate present, somcthing that's always
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waiting to be found the future. In the family, in schools, at
the work place - throughout society - a feeling of hunger
prevails. The unhappiness of the human mind can be seen
all too clearly in the general state of our societies.

Peace, quite literally, begins at home. We need to
bring love and happiness back into the family, and bring
care and mutual happiness back into the schoolroom, by
teaching the harmonious happiness that all can share.
Happy people will spread their happiness and so help to
allay contention and conflict.

We should ask ourselves less what we could be
getting and instead ask more what we could be doing for
others. In the same way, we should become aware of what
nature has given to us rather than relentlesssly asking for
more and more of its resources. We neced to learn
appreciation of how nature and those around us contribute
to our well - being. By developing these appreciative ways
of thinking we will sce care and mutual happiness giving
rise to peace in our minds and in society. Such care and
happiness coincide with a deeper understanding of the
kinship of all beings before the law of nature. Thus, peace
is ultimately realized through compassionate wisdom.

In any human relationship, we can make compro-
mises with one another, and even go beyond compromises
to harmony through love and friendship. But truth cannot
be compromisies. We can relate to truth only throuhg
knowledge and wisdom. Therefore, in dealing with truth,
discussion and freedom of thought should be encouraged.
A culture should be developed in which loving-kindness
and cooperation are the standards for human relationship,
while freedom and an uncompromising search for
knowledge arc the standards for our relationship with
truth.

The human relationship with nature has in recent
times largely been defined by a science which, under the
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influence of Western religion and philosophy, views man
as scparate from nature. The aim of such science has long
been to conquer and dominate nature and to manipulate it
to our profit-oriented ends. Such an essentially hostile
attitude, translated into actual exploitative practices through
technology, has led to the serious environmental
consequences we are facting today. Science must now
take a turn for the better and lead civilization in new
direction. Knowledge must be sought not for its exploitative
value but for its ability to show us how to benefit from
nature without damaging it. Technology must be given a
more clearly defined role, in which the harmonious and
sustainable coexistence of people, societies and the
environment are the goal.

All these changes must begin in the mind. They can
only be achieved by minds that enjoy inner peace, freedom
and happiness. If we are to establish peace on this planet,
we must develop inner peace by freeing ourselves from
craving, lust for power and all contentious views. This
entails the development of the individual - which brings us
back to the task of education.

In initiating the Prize for Peace Education, UNESCO
has taken a step forward in the cause of peace. It is a
commendable effort. I understand that the prize is not
merely in recognition of what certain individuals or
organizations have done to bring forth peace. Let us be
honest-such peace has not yet been achieved in our world.
I see it rather as an incentive and encouragement for a
concerted effort to achieve genuine peace. It is a call for
further action towards winning the real prize : a truly
peaceful world for mankind. The prize here awarded will
really be won only when that true prize has been realized.
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